
 

 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 

 

 

 

To: Interested Parties 

 
From: DHS Office of Policy Development  

Date: April 23, 2026 

Subject: Proposed Amendment to Child Care Center and School 

Age Program Regulations for Licensure 

 

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, the Department of Human Services is 

advertising the following proposed and amended DHS rules. This rule is being amended in 

compliance with state and federal law and good practice. 

 

RICR Title 218 – Rhode Island Department of Human Services 

Chapter 70 – Office of Child Care Licensing 

Part 1 – Child Care Center and School Age Program Regulations for Licensure 
 

The proposed amendments are as follows: 

§1.2 Updated R.I Gen. Law citations 

§1.5 Removed all links 

§1.5 (A) Changed 2015 to 2024 

§1.5 Changed 2022 to 2019 

§1.6 Updated definitions of “plan of corrective action” and “probationary license”, added definition of RISES 

§1.7 (A) Added language regarding orientation and prelicensure training 

§1.7 (B) Updated language and added language regarding RISES 

§1.7 (C) Updated language regarding applications and RISES 

§1.7 (D) Updated language regarding RISES, added language regarding application renewal 

§1.7 (E)(1)(e) Removed language 

§1.7 (E)(6) Added “by completing a Program Closure Request in RISES.” 

§1.7 (E)(7)(b) Added “documentation” 

§1.7 (G)(1)(b) Changed “may be” to “is” 

§1.7 (G)(2)(d) Added “Change of ownership of a program without approval of the Department.” 

§1.7 (H) Added language regarding RISES 

§1.8 (A)(1)(a) added “Inspection/Certificate of Occupancy” 

§1.8 (A)(1)(b) Updated to “Life Safety Fire Inspection “, changed “from a” to “completed by the” 

§1.8 (A)(1)(c) Added “For buildings built after 1978, evidence of the construction date shall be provided;” 

§1.8 (A)(1)(g) Added “Programs providing only pre-packaged snacks are exempt from this requirement” 

§1.8 (A)(1)(i) Removed “subsequent to the date of these Regulations” 

§1.8 (A)(3) Added “and” 

§1.8 (B)(1) Added “in the form of formal floor plans or plan design” 

§1.8 (C)(3) Removed “subsequent to the date of these Regulations” 

§1.8 (D)(1) Updated language  

§1.8 (D)(7) Updated language 

§1.8 (D)(10) Added “new”, removed “or classroom licensed subsequent to the date of these Regulations” 

§1.8 (G)(4) Updated language 

§1.9 (C)(1) Defined “over the counter medication” 

§1.9 (C)(6)(e) Added language regarding logging receipt/return of medication 

§1.9 (D)(3) Added language regarding documentation of health care plan 

§1.9 (F)(3)(g) Added “vaping” 

§1.9 (F)(3)(h) Added “or vaping” 

§1.9 (F)(3)(i) Updated language 



§1.9 (J)(6) Added language 

§1.9 (L)(1) Updated language regarding Emergency Preparedness plan 

§1.9 (L)(5)(a) Added “per calendar year” , Added language for part year programs 

§1.10 (A)(3) Added language regarding feeding plans 

§1.10 (A)(4) Added language regarding providers supporting breastfeeding 

§1.10 (A)(6) Added language regarding infants being held while bottle feeding 

§1.10 (C)(6) Added language prohibiting “nap rooms” 

§1.11(D) Added language regarding digital/electronical attendance documentation 

§1.11(G) Added language regarding “RISES” 

§1.12 (B) Added language regarding leadership roles being approved in RISES 

§1.12 (B) Added language regarding requirements for School Age Site Coordinator and/or Night Time Care 

Coordinator 

§1.12 (C)(4) Removed language 

§1.12 (F)(1)(a) Added language clarifying calendar year 

§1.12 (12) Added RISES language 

§1.13 (A) Changed “Required Notifications’ to “Changes to the Program” 

§1.13 (A)(1) Added RISES language and removed “These changes are subject to approval by the Department 

and may require a license change” 

§1.13 (A)(2) Added “(injury requiring outside medical attention” 

§1.13 (F)(10) Updated language regarding workforce registry in RISES 

§1.14 (F)(3) Added language prohibiting staff from using personal devices to communicate with   families 

 

The proposed rule is  accessible on the Rhode Island Secretary of State website 

(https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/Part/218-70-00-1) on the Department of Human Services 

website (https://dhs.ri.gov/regulations/proposed-rules-regulations-hearings) or available in 

hard copy upon request (401-462-3015 or RI Relay, dial 711). Interested persons should 

submit data, views or written comments by May 23, 2026 to Tara Borges, Office of Policy 

Analysis, Research and Development, Department of Human Services, Hazard Building #74, 

41 West Road, 1st floor, Cranston, RI 02920, or email to DHS.PolicyFeedBack@dhs.ri.gov. 

 

The Department of Human Services does not discriminate against individuals based on race, color, 

national origin, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, religious belief, political belief 

or handicap in acceptance for or provision of services or employment in its programs or activities. 
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